BOC 1008 Operation & Maintenance Practices for Sustainable Buildings

Glossary

[bookmark: _GoBack]Ecosystem 	A basic unit of nature that includes a community of organisms and their non-living environment linked by biological, chemical, and physical process.
Environmental Purchasing  	Purchasing of environmentally preferable products
Environmentally Preferred Products 	Products identified as having a lesser or reduced effect on health and the environment when compared with competing products that serve the same purpose.
Equity 	An action that includes fairness and equality.
Fossil Fuels  	Carbon-based, non-renewable fuels, such as gasoline, diesel, coal, and natural gas.
Global Warming 	 An increase in average temperature of the earth’s atmosphere.  The leading scientific theory shows that current global warming is being caused by human produced greenhouse gases.
GPF 	 Gallons per flush
GPM 	 Gallons per minute
Green Building  	Construction and building operations that reduce the impact on the environment.
Greenhouse Gases 	Gases such as carbon dioxide, methane, and CFCs that are relatively transparent to the higher-energy sunlight, but trap lower energy infrared radiation (heat).
Heat Island Effect  	Occurs when warmer temperatures are experienced in urban landscapes compared to adjacent rural areas as a result of solar energy retention on constructed surfaces, such was streets, sidewalks, parking lots and buildings.
Impervious surface  	A surface that promotes runoff of precipitation instead of infiltration in to the subsurface.
Indoor Air Quality  	The nature of air inside the space that affects the health and well-being of building occupants.
Infiltration  	Leakage through a material, usually used in reference to water soaking into soil or air seeping into a building.
Life Cycle Analysis  	An evaluation of the economic and environmental effects of a product by analyzing the impacts over the entire life cycle of the particular material, process, product, technology, service, or activity.
Light Pollution  	Waste light from building sites that produces glare, is directed upward to the sky, or is directed off the site.
Non Potable Water  	water not suitable for human consumption.
Permeable  	Having the ability for moisture to pass through the material.
Potable Water  	Water suitable for drinking and supplied from wells or municipal water systems.
Solid Waste Stream  	Garbage, refuse, and other discarded solid materials that are disposed of during operations.
Sustainability  	“Meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs”. Brundtland Report 1987
Sustainable Design  	Designing with the principles of sustainability in mind.
Thermal Comfort  	A condition of mind experienced by building occupants expressing satisfaction with the thermal environment.


